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Ranger-led programs

R A N G E R  P R O G R A M S

Canyon Village
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Hayden Valley Views (September 2–September 21)  
Hike through a variety of wild habitats, including Yellowstone River, Upper 
Falls, Clear Lake, meadows, forests, and a Hayden Valley vista.  Meet a park 
ranger at Uncle Tom’s Parking Lot on the South Rim Drive (road to Artist 
Point) for this moderate walk of approximately 3 miles. 3–3½ hours.

9 am

9/7–9/21

9 am

9/8–9/15

9 am

9/2–9/16

9 am

9/3–9/17

9 am

9/4–9/18

9 am

9/5–9/19

9 am

9/6–9/20

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2–September 30)  
Whether you’re hiking a backcountry trail, camping, or just enjoying the park’s 
amazing wildlife from the road, this quick workshop is for you and your fam-
ily! Park rangers will help you learn where to look for animals and how to safely 
enjoy your wildlife watching experience. Meet in front of the Canyon Visitor 
Education Center.  ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

10 am 
2 pm

9/7–9/28

10 am 
2 pm

9/8–9/29

10 am 
2 pm

9/2–9/30

10 am 
2 pm

9/3–9/24

10 am 
2 pm

9/4–9/25

10 am 
2 pm

9/5–9/26

10 am 
2 pm

9/6–9/27

Canyon Talks at Artist Point (September 2–September 30) 
From a classic viewpoint enjoy the Lower Falls, Yellowstone River, and the 
spectacular colors of the canyon while learning about the area’s natural and 
human history. Discover why artists and photographers continue to be drawn 
to this special place. Join a ranger on the lower platform at Artist Point on the 
South Rim Drive for this short talk.  ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/7–9/28

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/8–9/29

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm 

9/2–9/30

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/3–9/24

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/4–9/25

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/5–9/26

10:30 am
11 am
2 pm
2:30 pm

9/6–9/27

Walking the Edge (September 2–September 30) 
Enjoy learning about the ecology, geology, and history of the canyon while 
walking along the South Rim Trail with a ranger. Enjoy stunning views of the 
Yellowstone River, the Upper and Lower Falls, and the gorgeous colors of the 
canyon walls. Meet a park ranger at Uncle Tom’s Parking Lot on the South Rim 
Drive (road to Artist Point) for this easy walk of approximately 1 mile. 1½ hours.

3 pm

9/7–9/28

3 pm

9/8–9/29

3 pm

9/2–9/30

3 pm

9/3–9/24

3 pm

9/4–9/25

3 pm

9/5–9/26

3 pm

9/6–9/27

Fall Evening Program (September 2–September 30)  
Join a ranger for an interesting talk and learn more about Yellowstone’s natural 
or cultural history.  Meet in front of the Canyon Visitor Education Center. 
In the event of inclement weather, program will be held indoors. 30 minutes.

6:30 pm

9/7–9/28

6:30 pm

9/8–9/29

6:30 pm

9/2–9/30

6:30 pm

9/3–9/24

6:30 pm

9/4–9/25

6:30 pm

9/5–9/26

6:30 pm

9/6–9/27

Fishing Bridge and Lake Village
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Lake Scenic Cruise (September 2–September 14)  
Join a park ranger on a narrated boat tour on the ethereal water of Yellowstone 
Lake, with views of the wondrous Absaroka Mountains, historic Lake Hotel 
& Village, and surrounding lodgepole pine forest. Reservations required in 
advance through Xanterra Parks and Resorts. Call 307-344-7311 or stop by the 
Bridge Bay Marina ($15 plus tax for adults, $10 plus tax for kids ages 3–11, free 
for kids under 3 years old).  ô Accessible. 1 hour.

9:15 am

10:45 am

1:15 pm

9/7–9/14

9:15 am

10:45 am

1:15 pm

9/8

9:15 am

10:45 am

1:15 pm

9/2–9/9

9:15 am
10:45 am
1:15 pm

9/3–9/10

9:15 am

10:45 am

1:15 pm

9/4–9/11

9:15 am

10:45 am

1:15 pm

9/5–9/12

9:15 am
10:45 am
1:15 pm

9/6–9/13

Storm Point Saunter (September 2–September 27)  
Wander along the ever–changing lakeshore and through a diversity of land-
scapes including a lush meadow dotted with wildflowers and an ancient forest 
of spruce, pine, and fir. Experience Yellowstone in its true splendor. Meet at 
Indian Pond and the Storm Point trailhead, 3 miles east of Fishing Bridge. 
Easy 2.3 mile hike. 2 hours.

10 am

9/7–9/21

10 am

9/8–9/22

10 am

9/2–9/23

10 am

9/3–9/24

10 am

9/4–9/25

10 am

9/5–9/26

10 am

9/6–9/27

Mud Volcano Ramble (September 2–September 27)  
“The greatest marvel we have yet met with,” declared early explorers. View color-
ful, vociferous, and intriguing mudpots and hot springs, and find out what they 
reveal about Yellowstone’s explosive past and future. Moderately strenuous. 
Meet at the Mud Volcano parking area. 1½ hours.

11 am

9/7–9/21

11 am

9/8–9/22

11 am

9/2–9/23

11 am

9/3–9/24

11 am

9/4–9/25

11 am

9/5–9/26

11 am

9/6–9/27

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2–September 27) 
Whether hiking the backcountry, camping, walking in the frontcountry, or just 
enjoying the park’s amazing wildlife from your car, this workshop is for you and 
your family. Park rangers will help you learn how to avoid dangerous encoun-
ters with wildlife in these hands–on demonstrations. Meet a park ranger at the 
Fishing Bridge Visitor Information Center. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

4:30 pm

9/7–9/21

4:30 pm

9/8–9/22

4:30 pm

9/2–9/23

4:30 pm

9/3–9/24

4:30 pm

9/4–9/25

4:30 pm

9/5–9/26

4:30 pm

9/6–9/27
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Grant Village and West Thumb
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2- September 30)  
Whether you’re hiking a backcountry trail, camping, or just enjoying the park’s 
amazing wildlife from the road, this quick workshop is for you and your fam-
ily! Park rangers will help you learn where to look for animals and how to safely 
enjoy your wildlife watching experience. Meet on the back portch of the Grant 
Village Visitor Center. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

9:30 am

9/7–9/28

9:30 am

9/8–9/29

9:30 am

9/2–9/30

9:30 am

9/3–9/24

9:30 am

9/4–9/25

9:30 am

9/5–9/26

9:30 am

9/6–9/27

Hot Water Wilderness (September 2–September 30) 
Stroll along the beautiful shores of Yellowstone Lake and explore the origins of 
glittering geysers, belching mud pots, and emerald hot springs in West Thumb’s 
dynamic geyser basin. Meet at the West Thumb Visitor Information Station. 
Round trip distance is ¾ mile. ô Accessible with assistance. 1 ½ hours.

11 am

4 pm

9/7–9/28

11 am

4 pm

9/8–9/29

11 am

4 pm

9/2–9/30

11 am

4 pm

9/3–9/24

11 am

4 pm

9/4–9/25

11 am

4 pm

9/5–9/26

11 am

4 pm

9/6–9/27

Wildlife Wonders (September 2–September 30) 
Are you wondering about the best wildlife viewing areas, or perhaps how 
Yellowstone’s fauna have survived through time? Relax in the shade as a ranger 
reveals the secrets of Yellowstone’s wildlife. Meet on the back porch of the 
Grant Village Visitor Center. ô Accessible. 30 minutes. 

2:30 pm

9/7–9/28

2:30 pm

9/8–9/29

2:30 pm

9/2–9/30

2:30 pm

9/3–9/24

2:30 pm

9/4–9/25

2:30 pm

9/5–9/26

2:30 pm

9/6–9/27

Grant Village Evening Program (September 2–September 21) 
Park rangers present illustrated talks focusing on Yellowstone’s natural or 
cultural wonders. Check locally for program topics. Meet at the Grant Village 
Visitor Center Auditorium. ô Accessible. 45 minutes.

7:30 pm

9/7–9/21

7:30 pm

9/8–9/15

7:30 pm

9/2–9/16

7:30 pm

9/3–9/17

7:30 pm

9/4–9/18

7:30 pm

9/5–9/19

7:30 pm

9/6–9/20

Madison
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Madison Evening Program (September 2–September 30) 
Each night a park ranger will present an illustrated program highlighting a dif-
ferent aspect of Yellowstone’s wonders. Inquire locally on bulletin boards and 
at the Madison Information Station for program titles and descriptions. Meet at 
the Madison Amphitheater. ô Accessible. 45 minutes.

8 pm

9/7–9/28

8 pm

9/8–9/29

8 pm

9/2–9/30

8 pm

9/3–9/24

8 pm

9/4–9/25

8 pm

9/5–9/26

8 pm

9/6–9/27

Mammoth
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2 - September 30)  
Whether you’re hiking a backcountry trail, camping, or just enjoying the park’s 
amazing wildlife from the road, this quick workshop is for you and your fam-
ily! Park rangers will help you learn where to look for animals and how to safely 
enjoy your wildlife watching experience. Meet beside the temporary Visitor 
Center. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

10 am

4 pm

9/7–9/28

10 am

4 pm

9/8–9/29

10 am

4 pm

9/2–9/30

10 am

4 pm

9/3–9/24

10 am

4 pm

9/4–9/25

10 am

4 pm

9/5–9/26

10 am

4 pm

9/6–9/27

Tales of the Travertine (September 2–September 30) 
The travertine terraces at Mammoth Hot Springs are one of Yellowstone’s most 
unusual, beautiful, and misunderstood hydrothermal features. Come learn how 
earth’s mysterious forces constantly create and change these formations. Meet 
at the end of the Palette Spring boardwalk, just up from the Liberty Cap rock 
formation. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

1 pm

9/7–9/28

1 pm

9/8–9/29

1 pm

9/2–9/30

1 pm

9/3–9/24

1 pm

9/4–9/25

1 pm

9/5–9/26

1 pm

9/6–9/27

Calling in the Cavalry Walk (September 2–September 30) 
In its early days, Yellowstone National Park was protected by the U. S. Army. 
Join a ranger on this short, relaxed walk around Fort Yellowstone to learn about 
important historic park events and to discover the role the military played in 
protecting Yellowstone. Meet beside the Temporary Visitor Center.  
ô Accessible. 1 hour.

6 pm

9/7–9/28

6 pm

9/8–9/29

6 pm

9/2–9/30

6 pm

9/3–9/24

6 pm

9/4–9/25

6 pm

9/5–9/26

6 pm

9/6–9/27

Mammoth Evening Program (September 2–September 14) 
Enjoy an illustrated program about Yellowstone’s natural or cultural history. 
Inquire locally on bulletin boards and at Albright Visitor Center for program 
titles and descriptions. Meet at the Mammoth Campground amphitheater. 
ô Accessible. 45 minutes.

8 pm

9/7–9/14

8 pm

9/8

8 pm

9/2–9/9

8 pm

9/3–9/10

8 pm

9/4–9/11

8 pm

9/5–9/12

8 pm

9/6–9/13
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Norris
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Windows Into Yellowstone (September 2–September 30)  
Experience the muddy caldrons, acid geysers and clear pools of Norris Geyser 
Basin! Join a park ranger for a walk through this magical land and learn about 
the park’s geologic past, present, and future. Meet at the Norris Geyser Basin 
Museum. Bring water, sunglasses and sunscreen. 1–1½ hours.

9:30 am

9/7–9/28

9:30 am

9/8–9/29

9:30 am

9/2–9/30

9:30 am

9/3–9/24

9:30 am

9/4–9/25

9:30 am

9/5–9/26

9:30 am
 
9/6–9/27

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2–September 30) 
Whether you’re hiking a backcountry trail, camping, or just enjoying the park’s 
amazing wildlife from the road, this quick workshop is for you and your fam-
ily! Park rangers will help you learn where to look for animals and how to safely 
enjoy your wildlife watching experience. Meet at the Norris Geyser Basin 
Museum. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

10 am

9/7–9/28

10 am

9/8–9/29

10 am

9/2–9/30

10 am

9/3–9/24

10 am

9/4–9/25

10 am

9/5–9/26

10 am
 
9/6–9/27

World’s Tallest Geyser (September 2–September 30) 
Explore the rare and fascinating world of geysers at the world’s tallest active 
geyser! Meet at Steamboat Geyser, a 15–minute walk from the Norris Geyser 
Basin parking lot. In rainy weather, the talk will be held at the Norris Geyser 
Basin Museum. Check with ranger at information desk. 20 minutes.

2 pm
3 pm

9/7–9/28

2 pm
3 pm

9/8–9/29

2 pm
3 pm

9/2–9/30

2 pm
3 pm

9/3–9/24

2 pm
3 pm

9/4–9/25

2 pm
3 pm

9/5–9/26

2 pm
3 pm
 
9/6–9/27

Wild Yellowstone (September 2–September 30)  
Park rangers share insights into a fascinating aspect of Yellowstone’s wild na-
ture. Meet at the Norris Geyser Basin Museum. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

4 pm

9/7–9/28

4 pm

9/8–9/29

4 pm

9/2–9/30

4 pm

9/3–9/24

4 pm

9/4–9/25

4 pm

9/5–9/26

4 pm
 
9/6–9/27

Stars Above Yellowstone (September 4, 18, and 25)  
Like the landscape, the night sky is part of what makes Yellowstone so special. 
Explore the pristine night sky over Yellowstone with a park ranger. Meet at 
Norris Campground entrance, near registration board and comfort station. 
Bring flashlight, warm clothes, and binoculars (optional). ô Accessible. 1 hour.

8:30 pm

9/4–9/25

Full Moon Walk (September 9) 
Join a ranger for a 2/3 mile walk through Norris Geyser Basin and experience 
Yellowstone by the light of a full moon. Meet in the Norris Geyser Basin 
parking lot. 1 hour. 

8:30 pm

9/9

Old Faithful
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Geyser Hill Walk  (September 2–September 29) 
Explore the heart of the world’s greatest concentration of geysers and learn 
about the relationship between Yellowstone’s volcanic history and hydrother-
mal features on this 1–1/4 mile walk. Meet outside on the geyser side of the Old 
Faithful Visitor Education Center. 1 ½ hours.  

9 am

9/7–9/28

9 am

9/8–9/29

9 am

9/2–9/23

9 am

9/3–9/24

9 am

9/4–9/25

9 am

9/5–9/26

9 am

9/6–9/27

Geysers Galore! (September 2–September 30) 
Take a quick peek at Yellowstone’s fascinating geysers and visible geologic story. 
Meet a park ranger at the benches in front of Old Faithful near the Old 
Faithful Visitor Education Center.  ô Accessible. 10 minutes.

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/7–9/28

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/8–9/29

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/9–9/30

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/3–9/24

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/4–9/25

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/5–9/26

11:15 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

12:45 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:15 pm

2:45 pm

9/6–9/27

Black Sand Walk (September 2–September 20) 
Discover a lesser–known gem! Learn about volcanic geology and the unique 
history of Black Sand Basin on this ½–mile walk. Meet at Black Sand Basin 
parking lot, one mile north of Old Faithful. 1 hour.

12:30 pm

9/7–9/14

12:30 pm

9/8–9/15

12:30 pm

9/2–9/16

12:30 PM 

9/3–9/17

12:30 pm

9/4–9/18

12:30 pm

9/5–9/19

12:30 pm

9/6–9/20

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2–September 29) 
Whether hiking, camping, or just enjoying the park’s amazing wildlife from 
your car—this workshop is for you! Park rangers help you learn how to avoid 
dangerous encounters with wildlife in these hands–on demonstrations. Meet 
outside on the geyser side of the Old Faithful Visitor Education Center for 
this outdoor program. ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

3 pm

9/7–9/28

3 pm

9/8–9/29

3 pm

9/2–9/23

3 pm

9/3–9/24

3 pm

9/4–9/25

3 pm

9/5–9/26

3 pm

9/6–9/27

Old Faithful Evening Program (September 2–September 29) 
Join a park ranger for an illustrated program highlighting a fascinating aspect 
of Yellowstone’s wonders. Meet at the theater of the Old Faithful Visitor 
Education Center. Check locally for program titles and descriptions.  
ô Accessible. 45 minutes.

7 pm

9/7–9/28

7 pm

9/8–9/29

7 pm

9/2–9/23

7 pm

9/3–9/24

7 pm

9/4–9/25

7 pm

9/5–9/26

7 pm

9/6–9/27
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Junior Ranger Program
If you are age 4 or older, you can become 
a Yellowstone Junior Ranger. Stop by any 
visitor center to purchase a new Junior 
Ranger activity booklet for $3. Hike on a 
park trail, complete the age-appropriate 
activity pages, and attend a ranger-led 
activity, to earn your official Yellowstone Junior Ranger patch. 
Both children and adults benefit by learning more about the 
natural wonders of the park and sharing the fun of becoming 
a Junior Ranger.

Young Scientist Program
Become a Young Scientist at the Canyon 
(ages 10+) or Old Faithful (ages 5+) visitor 
education centers. Purchase a self-guiding 
booklet for $5. If you investigate the Old 
Faithful area, check out a Young Scientist 
Toolkit for the gear you need. Once you 
finish, you will be awarded a Young Scientist 
patch or key chain. 

Expedition: Yellowstone!
Teachers and their classes are invited to participate in this 
curriculum-based residential program. Through field investi-
gations, hikes, creative dramatics, journal writing, and group 
discussions, students learn about the park’s natural and 
cultural resources.  
Find out more at www.nps.gov/yell/forteachers

Programs for young people

Mammoth Temporary 
Visitor Center
Located at Mammoth Hot 
Springs and open daily, year 
round, the center offers 
information, a bookstore, 
trip planning, and ranger 
programs.

Through 9/30    8 am–7 pm 
Oct. 1 through winter  
9 am–5 pm

Call 307-344-2263

Canyon Visitor 
Education Center
Explore Yellowstone’s 
supervolcano and other 
aspects of its geology through 
interactive exhibits, including 
a room-size relief map of 
Yellowstone.

Through 9/1 8 am–8 pm 
9/2–9/30  8 am–6 pm

10/1–10/13 9 am–5 pm

Call 307-344-2550

Fishing Bridge Museum 
and Visitor Center
Offers exhibits about the 
park’s birds and Yellowstone 
Lake’s geology, including a 
relief map of the lake bottom.

Through 9/30   8 am–7 pm

Call 307-344-2450

Grant Visitor Center
Exhibits describe the park’s 
historic fires of 1988.

Through 9/30    8 am–7 pm

Call 307-344-2650

Madison Information 
Station 

Through 9/30    9 am–6 pm

Junior Ranger Station
Through 9/1    9 am–6 pm 
Call 307-344-2876

Museum of the 
National Park Ranger
Located one mile north of 
Norris, the museum presents 
the history of the park ranger 
profession through exhibits 
and videos, and through the 
stories of retired rangers who 
volunteer to staff the center.

Through 9/29    9 am–5 pm

Call 307-344-7353

Norris Geyser 
Basin Museum and 
Information Station
Features exhibits about the 
hydrothermal features of 
Yellowstone.

Through 9/30    9 am–6 pm

Call 307-344-2812

Old Faithful Visitor 
Education Center
Yellowstone’s newest visitor 
center offers dynamic exhibits 
about hydrothermal features. 
Geyser eruption predictions 
are posted, or call ahead.

Through 9/30    8 am–8 pm

10/1–11/2     9 am–5 pm

Call 307-344-2751

West Thumb 
Information Station
Offers information about the 
adjacent geyser basin on the 
shore of Yellowstone Lake.

Through 9/30    9 am–5 pm

Call 307-344-2650

West Yellowstone 
Visitor Information 
Center 
Inside the West Yellowstone 
Chamber of Commerce

Daily through 9/30  
8 am–8 pm

Weekdays 10/1–4/30
8 am–5 pm 

NPS Desk–Open daily
Through 9/1    8 am–8 pm 
9/2–11/2     8 am–4 pm

Call 307-344-2876

Visitor centers

West Yellowstone
Program Descriptions Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Afternoon Talk in West (September 2–September 29) 
Each afternoon, a ranger will present a talk on a captivating aspect 
of Yellowstone’s natural or cultural history in West Yellowstone, 
Montana. The Yellowstone Historic Center Museum is located at 
the corner of Yellowstone Avenue and Canyon Street. The Grizzly 
and Wolf Discovery Center is located at 201 South Canyon Street. 
Talks are free and open to the public. There is a fee if you choose to 
visit the rest of the Yellowstone Historic Center or the Grizzly and Wolf 
Discovery Center. ô Accessible. 30 minutes.

Yellowstone 
Historic  
Center  
Museum

2 pm

9/7–9/28

Yellowstone 
Historic 
Center
Museum

2 pm

9/8–9/29

Grizzly 
and Wolf 
Discovery 
Center

2 pm

9/2–9/23

Yellowstone 
Historic 
Center
Museum

2 pm

9/3–9/24

Grizzly 
and Wolf 
Discovery 
Center

2 pm

9/4–9/25

Yellowstone 
Historic 
Center
Museum

2 pm

9/5–9/26

Grizzly 
and Wolf 
Discovery 
Center

2 pm

9/6–9/27

Experiencing Wildlife in Yellowstone (September 2–September 28) 
Whether you’re hiking, camping, or enjoying wildlife from the road, 
this workshop is for you! In this interactive demonstration, park rang-
ers will help you learn where to look for animals and how to safely en-
joy your wildlife watching experience. Meet at the West Yellowstone 
Visitor Information Center in West Yellowstone (corner of 
Yellowstone Avenue and Canyon Street). ô Accessible. 20 minutes.

3 pm

9/7–9/28

3 pm

9/8–9/22

3 pm

9/2–9/23

3 pm

9/3–9/24

3 pm

9/4–9/25

3 pm
 
9/5–9/26

3 pm

9/6–9/27


